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        How can it be May already? Time is flying by 
now that the sun is out. There are signs of spring everywhere.
     Hopefully in the Fall we will be able to meet again – we will keep you informed. This is 
our last newsletter for this season.
     We want to know who reads the “Presidents’ Message”. Have you been to the new quilt 
shop in town? “Black Rabbit Fabric” is located inside the Cannery Trade Centre, close to the 
Many Hats Theatre. It has been an online store for awhile now, but has recently opened a 
shop that’s open Monday to Friday. You can visit blackrabbitfabric.com for more details. 
Yvonne and Laith, the shop owners, are offering Penticton Quilt Guild members a chance at 
a $20 Gift Certificate to use in their store. Go in and say “I read the Presidents’ Message” 
and you will qualify to put your name and phone number in the draw, to be awarded at the 
end of May. This is only open to Penticton Quilt Guild Members. Good luck!
     May 12 would be our Luncheon and Election Day. Please be sure to have a special lunch 
and phone a fellow guild member on that day.
     We wish you the best summer possible. Remember to take pictures of your projects, 
quilting or otherwise, to send in for our September newsletter.
     As always... Be Kind, Be Calm, Be Safe.
    Marg and Marilyn

Presidents’ Message

Stay up-to-date on Canadian quilting by subscribing to 
the FREE monthly e-newsletter on the CQA website –

Enjoy the Show&Tell and your summer.
Hope to see everyone in September;

we’ll keep you posted!

https://canadianquilter.com/
THE DESIRE TO

CREATE
is one of the

DEEPEST
YEARNINGS
of the human soul

 
Dieter F. Uchtdorf
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From time to time, a Guild member will be contacted by someone in the community trying to find a 
new home for ‘old old quilts’. The owner is handling an estate or someone is downsizing, and no one in 
their circle of family and friends wants these quilts. But beyond the sentimental factor of these old, 
once-loved, and sometimes hand-tied quilts, what to do with them? Sometimes they are heavy – made 
of polyester, fortrel, or old coats and other well-used fabrics. At other times the patchwork or quilting 
needs a bit of repair, or the cotton fabrics and block patterns are dated. People are aware of the time, 
energy and love that went into making these now-dated pieces, so it’s a challenge... it doesn’t feel 
right to simply throw them away, especially if they are still in good shape. 

If you wish to determine if a quilt is ‘Heritage’, check with conservators at local museums, or contact 
the Canadian Quilters Association. They may have further suggestions or useful information. If you 
feel the quilt(s) might be truly Heritage, consider paying for a professional quilt evaluation. If so, there 
might be a market to sell these old treasures.    

If a quilt is not heritage material, then please consider repurposing it. Freshly-washed old quilts might 
be donated to a shelter. Or, if there is sentimental value but no bed to use it on, get creative! An old 
quilt makes a great picnic or beach blanket. Use one to recover an old bench seat, or make pillow 
covers, cat or dog quilts, or make up something smaller-sized as a baby or child’s play mat. Keep a 
folded, freshly-washed quilt in a plastic bag in your car trunk to use in case of an emergency.

Let us know if you’ve made/found a new ‘life’ for an old unique quilt!

From Holly Stengel...

       What to Do with Very Old Quilts?
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 Hello friends and fellow QACQ-ers,
The merry, merry month of May! This is the month to believe in the goodness of life. More than 
any other month of the year, May helps us to feel most alive. It fills our senses with delight and 
everything seems possible. Everything is green, flowers are in bloom, the days are warming, 
the sun is shining – how can we not be truly grateful for the beauty and joy of May?
 With that in mind my friends, our QACQ this month is the A-May-zing Baubles and Beads 
quilt, sure to please!! [See page 4 for pattern.] 
 As always, we welcome your suggestions for programs, demos, or anything that you 
think would be interesting for our group. Send either Lois or Linda an email or give us a call. 
Take care and hopefully we’ll see you in the fall... enjoy your summer and stay safe.

 Lois Paul and Linda Van Gastel

PQG Programs

POPPIN’S
QUILT PARLOUR

350 Main Street
Penticton, BC  V2A 5C3

ph: 250-493-1815

www.quiltparlour.com
quiltparlour@telus.net

Barb Winstanley

PENTICTON’S
COMPLETE

QUILTING SHOP

9908 Main St 
Summerland BC

250 494 1324
cherrytreequilts.ca

Quilt Shop  Studio+

Longarm Quilting
Eileen Zornes

13619 Cartwright Ave
Summerland B.C.

250-494-1359
Email: eileen.zornes@gmail.com

FOR SALE
“Sweet 16” table with one extension leaf and cover mat 

$325.00    Please contact Shirley Wild
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Go QACQ-ers with our Quick and Clever Quilts
QACQ – A-May-Zing Baubles and Beads

This quilt is made from two easy blocks. Works well with scrappy fabrics too. 
This is an adaptation of the many Chandelier Bead Quilt designs you will find online. 

Finished size: 48” x 64”, 8” blocks

Fabric and cutting (42” wide fabric):
Feature Fabrics  0.6 m total

Large squares – cut 12 squares 4 ½” x 4 ½” 
Medium squares – Cut 24 squares 3 ½” x 3 ½”
Small squares – cut 36 squares 2 ½” x 2 ½”

Background: 1.6m
Background squares
Cut 24 squares 8 ½”x 8 ½”
Block backgrounds

Cut 9 strips – 2 ½”x WOF.
Subcut the strips into 24 rectangles – 6 ½” x 2 ½”,
24 rectangles – 4 ½” x 2 ½”, and 24 rectangles – 3 ½” x 2 ½”.
Cut 4 strips – 3 ½”x WOF. Subcut the strips into
24 rectangles – 5 ½” x 3 ½”.

Binding: 0.4 m. Cut 6 - 2 ½” x WOF strips.

1. Block A Make 12 blocks, 8 ½” unfinished. Select the following precut pieces:
Feature fabric squares - 1 large 4 ½” and 2 small 2 ½” squares
Background fabric rectangles , 2 – 6 ½” x 2 ½”, and 2 – 4 ½” x 2 ½” rectangles

Arrange as shown in the block diagram to the right. Stitch together. Make 12 blocks.

2. Block B Make 12 blocks, 8 ½” unfinished.  Select the following precut pieces:
Feature fabric squares - 2 medium 3 ½” and 1 small 2 ½” squares
Background fabric rectangles , 2 – 5 ½” x 3 ½” and 2 – 3 ½” x 2 ½”rectangles

Arrange as shown in the block diagram to the right.  Stitch together. Make 12 blocks.

3. Make the quilt top:
Arrange the pieced blocks and the 8 ½” backgrounds squares as shown in the quilt diagram above. You will have 8 
rows of 6 blocks. Stitch each row of blocks together, pressing away from the pieced blocks, and then stitch the rows 
together. Stitch around the outside of the quilt top to secure seams and stabilize the top before quilting.

4. Options:
Set blocks on point to create horizontal or vertical lines of “beads”.
Make a table runner with three on-point lines of beads.
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    A former member of the Penticton Quilter's Guild – Linda Schmidt – introduced me to the 
Guild about ten years ago. I did not quilt at the time. I took advantage of all the classes that 
the Guild provided and quickly I was making beautiful quilts with the techiques I learned.
    I did not get into art quilts until Diane Birnie joined our guild and the Artsy Girls group 
was formed. Diane is so generous with her knowledge and soon I was creating beautiful art 

pieces. I love the challenge and being able to create a piece of art from the topics we are given.

    I grew up in rural Quesnel as the oldest of five (3 brothers & 1 sister). With 12 years 
between myself and the youngest, I was mom’s aide (changing diapers, feeding babies, 
helping do laundry… you get the picture). My dad worked in saw mills and often stayed in 
camps. There was lots to do as we had a wood stove & furnace as well as an outhouse and 
a galvanized tub for Sunday night baths. We did have electricity and cold running water for 
the house. Mom had a HUGE vegetable garden that made weeding torturous, but there was lots of fun 
time too. Mom believed in social activities. In a small town like Quesnel, as rural kids especially; it was 
play ball in the spring and hockey and/or figure skating in the winter – I did all three, anything to get out 
of dishes! I was also a majorette, so along with parades, our group got to travel to The P.N.E. for 
competitions once a year. At the age of 10 I won the Miss P.N.E. runner-up for my routine.
    After graduating high school I moved to Prince George to attend the College of New Caledonia, where 
in 1977 I graduated from the Certified Dental Assistant Program. It was here I met my husband Jim who 
was attending college for Forestry. We moved to Penticton in 1981, where we married in 1983. Jim 
worked for BC Forestry and I worked for Public Health as a CDA. I kept up with softball playing and 
coaching, as well as dancing with the local Dance Company. After our kids (Shane and Megan) were born 
and being a full-time mom, I was asked to teach the 3 year olds at the Penticton School of Dance. This 
morphed into all the pre-school dancers and up to the age of 7. I taught for 19 years and loved every 
minute. When our kids were in University I added to my dance schedule, working for Forestry during the 
fire season until my husband retired.
    Quilting was in my family from my Grandmother who made quilts from anything material, to my mom 
belonging to a Women’s Institute in Quesnel. Often a quilt frame was set up in our living room with ladies 
coming by to hand quilt. It took up pretty much the whole room so we kids played under it as a fort. I 
didn’t start with quilts – I sewed clothes for my Barbie (I didn’t like playing with dolls), then on to clothes 
for myself on mom’s Singer treadle.
    I was interested in quilting but never took the time to learn from my mom. I continued with sewing 
clothing – from sweatpants to wedding dresses. I didn’t start quilting until my sisters-in-law asked me to 
join them in making wedding quilts for nieces and nephews. Fell in love with the creativity and freedom of 
quilting. I took a beginners class at Poppins so I could catch up with my sisters-in-law, particularly the 
terminology. Sewing clothes has been put aside except for making a couple of things for my grandkids.
    Linda Schmidt was an active PQG member when she joined our Dragonboat team. She invited me to 
join the Guild when I retired from teaching dance in 2013. Besides my dragonboat team, the Guild is my 
most enjoyable group to meet with. I was Librarian for 4 years with Marlene Lovset, and am now trying 
my hand at Vice-President. I look forward to being able to meet up again to exchange ideas, learn new 
techniques and just socialize. Until we can meet again, Be Safe.

Sherry Badger

Membership Highlights

Yvonne Mottishaw
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< Another quilt binding option! From “The Quilting Shed” e-newsletter, here’s a link
to Shannon Fraser’s website showing this ‘Big Stitch Hand Binding’ technique:

https://www.shannonfraserdesigns.ca/2019/10/quilt-binding-tutorial-part-3-big.html

From Sherri McConnell, www.aquiltinglife.com, here’s a link to a YouTube
 video that shows a couple of other ways to hang quilts for display:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZYI0LYDFIbU

Sent in by Marion Stuart: Found a great site for blocking your quilt – the easiest 
explanation of how to do this in my book. There are several tricks used, and I keep 

learning more all the time! This will get you started: http://www.wheatridgestudios.com/
           Enjoy, there is a video for the actual blocking.

Bits & Bobs
Corner
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Linda Van Gastel
This my finished piece “Hotel Naramata”, intended to represent what the hotel would have looked like in the 
early years. It is for the Artsy Girls exhibit that will be at the Penticton Art Gallery in the fall, September 17 
- November 7. This is a joint project with the Penticton Photography Club, and it focuses on Penticton area 
landmarks and history. The exhibition will be titled "Penticton, A Progression in Time".

Sherry Badger
My Artsy Girls “Covered Bridge”. Plus, two duffel bags I made in April.

Show&Tell
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Show
&
Tell Syd Hughes

Here is my latest, 
purchased in November, 
had hoped to finish it by 
year-end, but alas, it was 
the end of March, which is 
very fast for me. (Actually 
Petronilla and I spent our 
Wednesdays working on it.) 
It now looks lovely on my 
queen bed, just covers it.

“Urban Jungle 
Kaleidoscope” a kit from 
Cherry Tree Quilt Shop, 
assisted by Petronilla 
Croker. Bamboo wadding, 
expertly longarm quilted 
by Eileen Zornes.

Shirley Wild
This pink ballet-themed 
quilt was made for my 
granddaughter Aoife, 

for the transition to her 
“big girl bed”.
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Yvonne Mottishaw
I have a friend, Judy Slinn,
who makes T-shirt quilts for 
both her own, and other 
people’s grandchildren. 
Once she has the top 
done, she gives it to 
me to machine quilt 
and finish. This quilt 
was made for a young 
lady who is from 
Saskatchewan.

I tried my hand at 
sewing and made this 
little dress for my 
granddaughter. She 
looks like a little doll in 
it! The pinafore can be 
worn as a sundress too.

Karen Brinkhurst
These projects were made with 
leftover materials and some will be 
donated to SOWINS. They already 
receive lots of baby quilts, so not 
the blanket, but the towel sets. 
There are also some pillowcases.

Show&Tell
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Here is my finished doggy quilt. My 2-year-old 
granddaughter Francie LOVES dogs, as do I. 
This quilt is for her big girl bed. Eileen Zornes 
quilted the top with such a cute design – dog 
paw prints! How cool is that? This was my first 
attempt at paper piecing. What can I say? 
Used up a lot of fabric scraps!!

Aside from working on my piece for the Artsy Girls, I've been creating quilted 
hearts. This year I plan on sending hearts to all of my female friends and 
relatives for Mother's Day. A handmade hug, so to speak, in these very 
challenging and often lonely times. I also sell hearts and have been filling 
requests. The background fabric is either hand-dyed or painted (fabric paint or inktense). I then applique 
a flower and add free motion stitching (my favourite part!). The hearts can be hung, and I tuck them 
inside a card that I had made from one of my photos. I hope to move onto some larger projects by June! 
Happy Summer to everyone.

Gayle
Walford

PQG May ’21

Terri
Churchill

Show
&
Tell
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Marg
 Jacques

‘Glorious and Free’ kit from Brandy Maslowski. Quilted by Eileen Zornes. I have had 
the back panels for some time and wondered what I was going to do with them! 

Penny-April
Dellamater

Challenge quilt for Modern Guild.
We were given 4 pieces of solid fabric – and 

could add one extra fabric, so I used 5 in total
– to make something with the theme “2020”. 
Seems I made a lot of disappearing 9-patch 

quilts last year, so I made another.
Will be given to Quilts of Valour.

Donna Picard
A fun little 5x7” mug-rug made for the heck of it : ) 
Learned that my machine’s applique stitch is great!

Show&Tell
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Show
&
Tell

Debra McCracken
Here’s my Spiral Lonestar top.

I signed up for Jan Krentz’s 
Facebook group and she did 

step-by-step videos and I learned 
a TON! You can sign up and just 

watch the videos or order her 
pattern and sew along with them.

Peggy Swerdfeger (top),
Cheryl Woodcock (right)

Our finished ‘2020 Mystery Quilts’.
Thanks Dianne Birnie for organizing it!

Rolande Girouard
My April quilt, a traditional 
quilt pattern. It is called 
‘Double Pink Kaleidoscope’.


